
Let Us Walk with Rosalie…      
  

 
 

 

 
 

A Witness is the Fragrance of Christ… 
 

« Thanks be to God, who through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of Christ. » 

(2 Cor 2, 14-15) 

 

Rosalie, a Witness of Mercy 
 

Rosalie emitted a unique fragrance that awakened in others the desire to want to be better 

and to discover the essence of the particular fragrance she left in her wake. We know this 

because we were told by those who knew her. Think of the young prostitute who came to 

take refuge in her house in Montreal. After welcoming her, Rosalie helped her to turn her 

life around and live honorably. This young woman, while in direct contact with Rosalie, 

observed her actions, was touched by her and experienced the merciful love alive within 

her. She thanked her for saving her, in every sense of the word. 

 

In the Positio, it says that some of the pregnant girls did not find Rosalie pretty, but  

spoke of her as radiating something unique that attracted them and impelled them to want 

to become better persons.  

 

When we reflect on her life, we see how often Rosalie was able to contemplate the Life 

of Christ in the other, how she was able to see beyond the surface to discover the inner 

beauty of the person and make her aware of her personal gifts. When in Rosalie’s 

presence, these women were touched by the Divine Love within her and were awakened 

to their own divine essence. The way she looked into their soul validated them, made 

them feel worthy.  

 

Is this not what it means to be a witness? To be imbued with the good fragrance of 

Christ.  

 

But how could Rosalie, such a humble, discrete person radiate the presence of Christ 

with such force?   

 

Saint Paul says: It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.  

 

For her to become such a powerful witness, Rosalie had to have experienced God’s 

unconditional love in her own life. He touched her and she allowed herself to be seen and 

loved in the deepest depths of her being. Her whole life was a hymn of praise to Christ. 
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It is important for us to remember that even though Rosalie is our model, we are not 

meant to copy her. She is our spiritual guide, the one who shows us the path we must 

walk to become our best self. Once we discover her and learn to love her she leads us to 

our own encounter with Christ. Indeed, Rosalie witnesses to us that Christ is alive and at 

work in each one of us. 

 

Our witnessing can generate new life in the other 
 

Authentic witnessing moves us far beyond simple good behavior, not to say that it isn’t 

good thing in itself. Witnessing however, in the true christian sense of the word, requires 

that we reveal Christ by who we are and what we carry deep within our being. 

 

 

MOVING DEEPER … 

 

When we relate with others, we give witness 
 

This then begs the question:                                                                                                       

what face are we witnessing, God’s face or our own? 

 

To help answer the question, think of a person who touched you by their witnessing,  

where Christ revealed himself to him/her, in a specific situation of their life. 

What impact did that have on you? 

 

IMAGINE THE POWER OF OUR WITNESSING WHEN WE UNITE TO 

REVEAL THE FACE OF CHRIST THAT RELEASES THE UNIQUE 

FRAGRANCE OF MERCY THAT CAN CHANGE THE WORLD! 

 

 

 

 
 


